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THANK YOU everyone for investing in better futures for our students, 

teachers, and communities! 

As Simon Youth Foundation (SYF) begins our graduation season for 

the Class of 2024 we want to again THANK everyone who celebrated 

our historic 25th anniversary in 2023, which included helping us raise 

over $3 million to fulfill our mission, graduating nearly 2,000 students, 

awarding over $650K in scholarships/capacity building grants and our 

induction into the Indiana Historical Society because of your 

partnership and investment in our mission. You are the reason for our 

success, especially with the support of our newest partners: JCPenney 

Communities Foundation, Eli Lilly and Company Foundation, Indiana 

University Health, Inc., LiveView, Old National Bank Foundation, 

Flock Safety, KeyBank Foundation, OneAmerica, Roche Diagnostics 

Corporation, Indy Chamber, Indianapolis Motor Speedway, and Marian 

University. 
 

 

SYF’s impact across the country is broad and deep, supporting more than 28,000 students and families since 

inception in 1998 through our Simon Youth Academies. This success was made possible because of our 

partnership with 25 public school districts across 12 states where our 32 academies are located. In January of this 

year SYF kicked off the development of our new strategic plan that will provide the framework over the next three 

to five years for growing and sustaining our ability to graduate more students, support teachers while exploring the 

opportunities to develop a talent pipeline for employment if college is not a choice. 

Together we are turning tassels through our partnership with Simon Property Group, local and national 

foundations, and business communities across our network. These partnerships gives us the ability to change lives, 

families, communities and the workforce one high school graduate at a time.    

On behalf of our graduating 2024 Class, Thank You! 

 

Andrea Neely, President and CEO, Simon Youth Foundation 
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Partnerships allow SYF to leverage our relationships with other high-

quality institutions and organizations to the benefit of our Academies 

and educators. Recently, the Indianapolis Recorder wrote about the 

partnership between SYF and Marian University’s Fred S. Klipsch 

Educator’s College. One part of our partnership provides tuition 

discounts to SYF Academy staff and educators as they work toward 

licensure or a graduate degree in education. Idowu Ikudabo, Principal of 

McKinley Alternative School in Kokomo, Indiana is an SYF educator 

pursuing his doctorate at Marian University. Idu, as he is known to his 

friends, stated, “The professors and staff at Marian are knowledgeable 

and caring. I’m becoming a better educator because of my experience 

and opportunities provided to me through Marian University”. You can 

read more about our partnership with Marian University in the 

Indianapolis Recorder. 

Click here to read more. 
  

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fdonate.syf.org%2Fsite%2FR%3Fi%3DRdfFuDywRJg1bKbUD-ahWCBcA1H4YAZ_T3W5TYF-EFdG31uXwQHroQ&data=05%7C02%7CAlexia.Evans%40simon.com%7C7f6378ed933049b144bb08dc5e2f951b%7C4d8b357b64da4d049556e4aa0f6e3d19%7C0%7C0%7C638488805682151700%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=f4nqs9I6ZbZarsSjEX8GkmTmbvm9Frssg8JFUsRMIKQ%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fdonate.syf.org%2Fsite%2FR%3Fi%3D9RsvtRkp3YDQ8yK-xaL40ZYOWm8N_UY9oNWo9NdJdiy2IH_beWb7Xw&data=05%7C02%7CAlexia.Evans%40simon.com%7C7f6378ed933049b144bb08dc5e2f951b%7C4d8b357b64da4d049556e4aa0f6e3d19%7C0%7C0%7C638488805682162193%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=XJ%2B1HcUJCLqyLa8dg9zWnWNlfXD8wTJGCW8BB4T5DqU%3D&reserved=0
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In late 2023, JCPenney teamed up with Warner Bros. to introduce a limited edition “Abbott Elementary” 

collection. The collection included a colorful mix of sweaters, jackets, dresses, skirts, woven shirts, and knitted 

tops for people in inclusive sizes. This collection was created with teachers in mind with pieces that could be 

mixed and matched and that are both comfortable and fashionable. This past January, JCPenney created 

“Project Teacher” – and donated approximately 300 items from the collection to our educators. They loved 

their new outfits! We are so thankful to our wonderful new partner, JCPenney. Check out our stylish educators 

below! 

Click here to read more. 
  

  

  

 

  

  

  

  

 

SYF awarded more than 

$545,000 in scholarships to over 

190 students across all three SYF 

scholarship programs for the 

2022-2023 academic year. The 

application window for the 2023-

2024 academic year closed on 

March 11.  Students will begin to 

receive notifications of 

scholarship awards in May 2024. 

Click here to read more. 
 

 

  

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fdonate.syf.org%2Fsite%2FR%3Fi%3DEbs0eJe2-oB9HJYBtYZ1uryTMe3Q4GZme607_MFpRm0qze1K3slT2w&data=05%7C02%7CAlexia.Evans%40simon.com%7C7f6378ed933049b144bb08dc5e2f951b%7C4d8b357b64da4d049556e4aa0f6e3d19%7C0%7C0%7C638488805682169789%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=TMXW1YwJCvY%2B5H5YBPptId5P5ds94i7Dymh3I2xB62Y%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fdonate.syf.org%2Fsite%2FR%3Fi%3Dz27WL8uYr6gc3XVMWoNgzZSPSeacwFHCVLQ8GkPKmKwtdSReRXCm2w&data=05%7C02%7CAlexia.Evans%40simon.com%7C7f6378ed933049b144bb08dc5e2f951b%7C4d8b357b64da4d049556e4aa0f6e3d19%7C0%7C0%7C638488805682176244%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=P1O85jqVZxQIosXU6Jb2d0djBubOU72dH3wuntJLKh0%3D&reserved=0
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Graduation time is almost upon 

us! Graduation allows SYF staff 

to celebrate our students 

triumphing over adversity and 

completing all the challenging 

work required to earn their high 

school diplomas. We also 

celebrate the village of family, 

friends, educators, and so many 

others that help each student get 

to their graduation day.  As a 

supporter of SYF, you are also 

invited to Simon Youth Academy 

graduation ceremonies. Should 

you be interested in attending 

one of these graduations, please 

contact the SYF Program 

Services Team at 

SYF.Programs@simon.com. 

Click here for graduation times 

and locations. 
 

    

 

  

  

  

  

 

In SYF’s ongoing mission to 

celebrate and support the diverse 

paths our students take to 

graduation, we are thrilled to 

share the latest updates from the 

extraordinary team at Simon 

Youth Academy at BETA in 

Orlando, Florida. This Academy 

is unique in that it serves 

pregnant and parenting 

students.  Kevia Rucker, 

Academy Leader at BETA, 

shared recent updates from their 

academy. 

Click here to read more. 
 

 

mailto:SYF.Programs@simon.com
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fdonate.syf.org%2Fsite%2FR%3Fi%3DSrdiRKJ1Y_YcOu7yFlygTfkj6PGkuoc7AIVHOVAOL7WukXW4r0TNJA&data=05%7C02%7CAlexia.Evans%40simon.com%7C7f6378ed933049b144bb08dc5e2f951b%7C4d8b357b64da4d049556e4aa0f6e3d19%7C0%7C0%7C638488805682184988%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=LNZRFFPuuqrUWg%2FB2pHUTq%2BHJ3ij9Eh5SGAp6dcFNEk%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fdonate.syf.org%2Fsite%2FR%3Fi%3DSrdiRKJ1Y_YcOu7yFlygTfkj6PGkuoc7AIVHOVAOL7WukXW4r0TNJA&data=05%7C02%7CAlexia.Evans%40simon.com%7C7f6378ed933049b144bb08dc5e2f951b%7C4d8b357b64da4d049556e4aa0f6e3d19%7C0%7C0%7C638488805682184988%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=LNZRFFPuuqrUWg%2FB2pHUTq%2BHJ3ij9Eh5SGAp6dcFNEk%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fdonate.syf.org%2Fsite%2FR%3Fi%3DCCWD8MqDBvZPOGKcNeAC2PZNv1KRF88Giu_Dz7nUVBqLhF32DoFdLQ&data=05%7C02%7CAlexia.Evans%40simon.com%7C7f6378ed933049b144bb08dc5e2f951b%7C4d8b357b64da4d049556e4aa0f6e3d19%7C0%7C0%7C638488805682191636%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=JGXMz1A57VCfU%2FzE3XSTsW3bjpZIxyFEKiNlRlac9UU%3D&reserved=0
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Simon Youth Foundation recently organized a dynamic and inclusive event at an Indiana Pacers basketball 

game. This initiative aimed to bring together donors, students, administrators, and teachers in a vibrant 

celebration of community and support for our Academies. 

Click here to read more. 
  

  

 

  

  

 

  

  

  

 

   

As part of SYF’s commitment to its network of Alternative Education 

school district partners, the Foundation provides opportunities for 

students to participate in a variety of experiences that they normally 

would not have access to.  These experiences range from activities that 

take place for a couple of hours during a day trip to overnight trips to 

Washington, D.C. and various sites that commemorate the Civil Rights 

Movement of the 1960s throughout Georgia and Alabama. 

SYF currently provides Simon Youth Academy students and teachers 

the opportunity to participate in the following experiential trip 

opportunities: 

Close Up Experience 

Civil Rights Journey 

Simon Youth Foundation – Simon Property Group Regional 

Events/Activities 

Click here to read more. 
 

 

 

  

 

Simon Youth Academy at Northshore Mall is making a positive impact on their community through their 

partnership with Welch Elementary. This initiative, which began just last year, allows students from SYA at 

Northshore Mall to engage with elementary students to practice sight words.  The program has enhanced 

literacy skills for the partnering elementary students and contributed to a remarkable rise in attendance for our 

students at Northshore.  

Click here to read more. 
  

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fdonate.syf.org%2Fsite%2FR%3Fi%3DU6lT-fIP3Ec9t-BHZE9_YGq7FXnJaIQ29jSUbrzmuA5L3Wl-p0PYjw&data=05%7C02%7CAlexia.Evans%40simon.com%7C7f6378ed933049b144bb08dc5e2f951b%7C4d8b357b64da4d049556e4aa0f6e3d19%7C0%7C0%7C638488805682198053%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=sGgNw1JeMWoLC8rBg9Km8Qwoln4qYoSFEHr3RU2zq8E%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fdonate.syf.org%2Fsite%2FR%3Fi%3Dl21EOZkfFrC8t1DO-jez46xur1i9gJl3_PcHSKKYoEhaWAYwL0OJRw&data=05%7C02%7CAlexia.Evans%40simon.com%7C7f6378ed933049b144bb08dc5e2f951b%7C4d8b357b64da4d049556e4aa0f6e3d19%7C0%7C0%7C638488805682204202%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=36J8kvtl4tiKHom8VKB5uW0sQfxi%2ByRRCk%2Fspn%2BPCxs%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fdonate.syf.org%2Fsite%2FR%3Fi%3DcKTdpzzerNuLpmDX8b3_pcBX5I--ZXL1e9LlDMRtPudpixQsrXPluw&data=05%7C02%7CAlexia.Evans%40simon.com%7C7f6378ed933049b144bb08dc5e2f951b%7C4d8b357b64da4d049556e4aa0f6e3d19%7C0%7C0%7C638488805682210709%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=nqUnNXWq9ZqgsQ4390zhXc%2FHhk3Hs8OvsrEq6S3mDns%3D&reserved=0
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Students at Simon Youth Clark-Pleasant Academy have a unique opportunity to partner with the high school 

agricultural department and receive hands-on gardening experience.  

Click here to read more. 
  

 

  

  

  

Do you want to have fun and support SYF? Simon Youth Foundation’s summer events are the perfect 

opportunity to do both in just one weekend. The weekend kicks off on Friday, July 19, with the annual Tees 

for Education Golf Outing at Pebble Brook Golf Club in Noblesville, Indiana. The weekend continues with the 

Founders Celebration event on Saturday, July 20, for the NASCAR Xfinity Series Pennzoil 250 at the 

Indianapolis Motor Speedway.  

 

Learn about the sponsorship opportunities at 2024 SYF Annual Summer Events | Simon Youth Foundation 

(SYF) or by contacting Alexia Evans  

E: alexia.evans@simon.com O: (317) 263-8193 
  

  

 

  

  

 

  

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fdonate.syf.org%2Fsite%2FR%3Fi%3Dl6lVvyOnkL5KK39po4WPxF6HxP5RG1ct9h9zJGX_Gk8tOBaHfZ-rRg&data=05%7C02%7CAlexia.Evans%40simon.com%7C7f6378ed933049b144bb08dc5e2f951b%7C4d8b357b64da4d049556e4aa0f6e3d19%7C0%7C0%7C638488805682216609%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=mIgKMyF7%2F2diNLuCVj5OsKj7VmGWT8YPfXFa84gOUv8%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fdonate.syf.org%2Fsite%2FR%3Fi%3DnQr6RewHjgX9nWPO1DZDfcn8SGfZ7zFBVXfPYHRZmXmG7Vxz4p21vg&data=05%7C02%7CAlexia.Evans%40simon.com%7C7f6378ed933049b144bb08dc5e2f951b%7C4d8b357b64da4d049556e4aa0f6e3d19%7C0%7C0%7C638488805682222517%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=OFnPESJmzGTouPXst%2BJiSgiNLF2RFNYoQ%2By1fTb5fvA%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fdonate.syf.org%2Fsite%2FR%3Fi%3D4BJ8Ozlx2qJe5CgFpluBrFSQtVJ-jfzlWsHaaX7IWdxSZWQ8L_TAMA&data=05%7C02%7CAlexia.Evans%40simon.com%7C7f6378ed933049b144bb08dc5e2f951b%7C4d8b357b64da4d049556e4aa0f6e3d19%7C0%7C0%7C638488805682228278%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=w69cNQyKpVygpfomIzXpk1Wzp8lQd7oXX3X2u90lAeE%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fdonate.syf.org%2Fsite%2FR%3Fi%3D4BJ8Ozlx2qJe5CgFpluBrFSQtVJ-jfzlWsHaaX7IWdxSZWQ8L_TAMA&data=05%7C02%7CAlexia.Evans%40simon.com%7C7f6378ed933049b144bb08dc5e2f951b%7C4d8b357b64da4d049556e4aa0f6e3d19%7C0%7C0%7C638488805682228278%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=w69cNQyKpVygpfomIzXpk1Wzp8lQd7oXX3X2u90lAeE%3D&reserved=0
mailto:alexia.evans@simon.com
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fdonate.syf.org%2Fsite%2FR%3Fi%3DEFhVTtNwybg2-hTG1-Oxljl6nzWryVAcMk661q26dqC52HIueIay8g&data=05%7C02%7CAlexia.Evans%40simon.com%7C7f6378ed933049b144bb08dc5e2f951b%7C4d8b357b64da4d049556e4aa0f6e3d19%7C0%7C0%7C638488805682233922%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=X53fe%2FfajS2%2FDJg8FJKKHhYsRMsftUme4WFlubVN0Os%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fdonate.syf.org%2Fsite%2FR%3Fi%3D7s1yQmPutWsJZyctjxcvWsnE5IPepFC5fyujpITG3BCBwq0XD_tcnw&data=05%7C02%7CAlexia.Evans%40simon.com%7C7f6378ed933049b144bb08dc5e2f951b%7C4d8b357b64da4d049556e4aa0f6e3d19%7C0%7C0%7C638488805682239589%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=0EAraMpG5W0XaMfu1qsViIxLkKtxbBl6lfmqXf2Wyv4%3D&reserved=0
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Simon Youth Foundation (SYF), a national 501(c)(3) nonprofit headquartered in Indianapolis, is 

committed to helping students graduate. SYF believes that all youth, no matter their personal 

circumstances, should have the opportunity to pursue their dreams through education. 

 
  

SYF Staff  

Andrea Neely 

President & CEO 

andrea.neely@simon.com 

317.263.2341 

Le-Angela Thompson-

Burgess 

Chief Operating Officer 

leangela.thompson-

burgess@simon.com 

317.263.7785 

Alexia Evans 

Coordinator, Foundation 

Administration 

alexia.evans@simon.com 

317.263.8193 

Sherri Scrogham 

Director, Finance 

sherri.scrogham@simon.com 

317.263.2256 

  

  
 

Tim Clark 

Vice President, Program 

Services 

tim.clark@simon.com 

317.263.7648 

Kimb Stewart 

Director, Program Services 

kimb.stewart@simon.com 

317.263.7716 

Jessica Lowery 

Manager, Program Services 

jessica.lowery@simon.com 

317.263.2423 

Renee Trivett 

Coordinator, Administration-

Program Services 

renee.trivett@simon.com 

317.263.2361 
 

Simon Youth Foundation  

225 West Washington Street  

Indianapolis, IN 46204  

Phone: 1-800-509-3676  

Fax: (317) 263-2371  

Email: syf@simon.com  

syf.org  

 

 

 

 

 

Learn more about SYF Staff and 

our mission at syf.org. 

 

UNSUBSCRIBE 
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